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	Cúlra na Scoile (Backround)
Bunscoil Chaitliceach is ea Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna ina bhfuil an Ghaeilge mar theanga labhartha i measc múinteoirí, páistí agus tuismitheoirí.  Cuireadh tús le Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna i Méan Fómhair 1996.  Tháinig grúpa tuismitheoirí, múinteoirí agus cairde le chéile chun an Ghaelscoil seo a bhunú.  Thosaigh an bhunscoil lán Ghaeilge seo le 36 dalta.  Faoi láthair tá 222 dalta ag freastal ar an scoil.  Tá ranganna againn ó Naíonán Shóisir go Rang a Sé.  Tagann an scoil seo faoi chúram Na Roinne Oideachais agus Scileanna.
Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna is a Catholic Gaelscoil in which Irish is the first language of communication among teachers and children.  The school was established in September 1996.  A group of parents, teachers and friends worked together in order to provide this educational amenity in the locality.  The school started off with 36 pupils.  There are now 222 children attending the school.  We have classes from Junior Infants to Sixth.   The school comes under the auspices of the Department of Education & Skills.

An Ghaeilge

Scoil lán Ghaelach is ea Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna.  Mar thuismitheoirí táimid bródúil as an Gaeilge agus as ár gcúltúr agus sin an fáth go bhfuil oideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge roghnaithe againn d’ár bpáistí Tá sé an-tábhachtach go ndeánfadh gach éinne treán iarrachta Gaeilge a labhairt timpeall na scoile.  Cabhraíonn sé seo dearcadh dearfach i leith na Gaeilge a chothú sna páistí.  Fiú muna  mbíonn ach cúpla focal agat, deán iarracht iad a usáid. 

Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna is an all-Irish school.  We have pride in our language and our culture and we provide education through the medium of Irish for our children.  We ask all parents to make an effort to speak Irish in the schoolyard and to encourage some communication through Gaeilge at home.  Even if you only have a “Cúpla Focal” it is important to use them.  Having a positive attitude towards the language and encouraging communication through Gaeilge at home has a very positive effect on your child’s motivation to use and learn the language.




Aidhmeanna agus Cuspóirí na Scoile:

1) Ard Chaighdéan san Oideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge a 

          chur ar fáil le béim ar an gcultúr, ceol agus cúrsaí spóirt.

2) Go mbeidh na páistí sona agus ar a suimhneas sa scoil – 

          go mbainfeadh siad taitneamh as an saol scoile.

3) Go mbeidh féin-mheas agus féin-mhúinín ag na páistí 

          astu féin agus go mbeidh meas acu ar dhaoine eile.

4)  Go mbeidh ceangal agus caidreamh idir an scoil agus an baile.

5) Chun comhluadar Gaelach, cairdiúil a chothú i measc na 
bpáistí,  na dtuismitheoirí agus cairde na scoile.

Aims and Objectives of the school:

1) To provide a high standard of education through the 

       medium of Irish with emphasis on cultural activities,

       music and sport.

2) That the children will feel happy and secure in school and 

       that every individual child is valued as an integral part of 

       the school community.

3) That the children will have a strong sense of self 
       confidence and self respect.  That the children will 

       respect and value others.

4) Through good communication and involvement, the school 

       will endeavour to bridge the gap between school and 

       home.

5) To develop a school community that is welcoming to 

       parents, children and friends of the school in which Irish 

       is the focal point and the spoken language. 

Amanna Scoile 
8:50 r.n  - 1:30 i.n. Naíonáin Bheaga agus Naíonáin Mhóra.

8:50 r.n  - 2:30 i.n. Rang a hAon go Rang a Sé.

Don chéad seachtain beidh na Náíonáin Bheaga ag dul abhaile ag a 12:00, ach beidh gnáth lá scoile ag an chuid eile den scoil.  An chéad lá ar scoil, tagann na naíonáin bheaga isteach ag 9.30.

Tosaíonn an scoil ag 8.50 r.n. gach maidin.  Iarrtar ar thuismitheoirí na páistí a thabhairt ar scoil in am gach lá..  Ó thaobh árachais de, níl cead ag na páistí a bheith ar láthair na scoile roimh 8.30 r.n.  Críochnaíonn an scoil ag 1.30 i.n. do na naíonáin agus ag a 2.30 i.n. do na hard-ranganna.  Iarrtar ar thuismitheoirí na páistí a bhailiú in am.  Ó thaobh sabháilteachta agus cúrsaí áracháis de, níl cead ag aon pháiste a bheith ag súgradh sa chlós tar éis am scoile.

Cuireann sé isteach ar rithim ranga nuair a thagann páistí ar scoil déanach.  Cailleann siad amach ar obair thábhachtach an lae agus tá sé níos deacaire orthu socrú síos.
School Times
8:50 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Junior and Senior Infants

8:50 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. First to Sixth Class.

For the first week Junior Infants will go home at 12.00.  The rest of the school will have a normal school day.  On their first day in school, junior infants come in at 9.30 a.m.

School starts at 8.50 a.m. each morning.  It is important that children arrive on time.  For insurance purposes., children are not allowed to arrive at school before 8.30 a.m.  We must also ask parents to collect their children on time.  Again from an insurance and safety perspective, children are not allowed to play in the school yard once school is finished.

It is very disruptive to the class when children arrive late at school.  Latecomers miss out on important work.  They are often upset and find it difficult to settle down.  Thus we ask parents to ensure that their children arrive at school on time.

Tinreamh 
Má tá do pháiste as láthair lá ar bith, is cóir duit litir mhínithe a sheoladh go dtí an scoil nuair atá an páiste ag filleadh ar ais.  Má tá do pháiste as láthair 20 lá, tá dualgas ar an scoil an tOifigeach Leasa Leanaí a chur ar an eolas.

Attendance
If your child is absent a letter explaining the reason for the absence should be sent in on the day your child returns to school.  If your child is absent for 20 days, under the Education Welfare Act the school must inform the School Welfare Officer of the absences.

Comhfhreagras 

Seolaimid Nuachtlitir abhaile go rialta.  Seoltar é seo ar ríomhphost.  Ó am go céile cuirtear litreacha agus nuachtlitreacha abhaile.  Is fiú go mór a chur i gcuimhne do do pháiste aon litreacha scoile a thabhairt duit.  

Correspondence
Newsletters are sent home by email on a regular basis.  From time to time letters are sent home with the pupils.  Please remind your child to give you any letters they may have in their school bags.  

Éadach Scoile 
Tá traicéad  gorm le “Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna” scríofa air agus léine dhearg mar éadach scoile againn.  Tá an t-éadach scoile riachtanach agus ba chóir go mbeadh sé á chaitheamh ag  na páistí gach lá.  Tá an
t-éadach scoile ar fáil ó Bhrenda Uí Cholpa.  Bí cinnte go mbíonn ainm do pháiste scríofa go soiléir ar an éadach scoile go léir, ar an mála scoile, ar an mbosca lóin agus ar an gcóta.

School Uniform
Our school uniform is a blue track-suit with “Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna” inscribed on it and a red polo-neck or polo-shirt underneath.  It is school policy that the uniform must be worn at all times.  Uniforms are available from Brenda Collopy.  Please ensure that your child’s name is printed clearly on their uniform tracksuit top, bottom, t-shirt, school bag, lunch box and coat.

Ailbeanna don Chéad Chomaoineach 
· Is é polasaí na scoile go gcaitheann gach dalta ailb ag an gCéad Comaoineach.

· Faigheann tuismitheoirí an ailb ar cíos ón scoil cúpla lá roimh an gCéad Chomaoineach.

· Caitear na hailbeanna i rith an tsearmanais sa séipéal agus ag an gcóisir sa scoil.

· Ar an Luan tar éis an tsearmanais tógtar grianghraf ranga agus na daltaí ag caitheamh ailbeanna.
· Iarrtar ar thuismitheoirí na hailbeanna a bheith nite, glan agus tugtha ar ais don scoil ar an gCéadaoin tar éis na Comaoineach.
Policy regarding Albs for First Holy Communion

· It is school policy that children wear an alb at the First Holy Communion.

· Parents rent the alb from the school a number of days before First Communion Day.

· The children wear the alb at the ceremony and afterwards at the party in the school.

· On the following Monday the children bring their albs to school for a class photograph.

· They may also have an individual picture taken by the photographer wearing their own clothes and/or wearing their albs. 

· Parents are asked to return the albs cleaned to the school by Wednesday after the ceremony.

Obair Bhaile 
Bíonn léitheoireacht Ghaeilge agus Bhéarla, litriú agus tablaí le foghlaim ag na páistí gach oíche.  Creidimid go gcothaíonn an obair bhaile dea-nósanna staidéir ‘sna páistí.

· Bíonn an obair bhaile bunaithe ar an obair atá ar siúl sa rang.

· Ó Naíonaín Shóisir go Rang a hAon tugtar obair bhaile sheachtainiúil do na páistí.

· Bíonn dialann obair bhaile ag na páistí ó Rang a Dó ar aghaidh agus ba chóir go mbeadh an obair bhaile sínithe ag na tuismitheoirí gach oíche.

· Bíonn leabhar léitheoireachta baile nó leabhar leabharlainne ag na páistí gach seachtain chun píosa léitheoireachta a dhéanamh gach oíche. 

Treoir Ama:

Naíonáin:              15 nóiméad

Rang 1 & 2           30 nóiméad ar a mhéid

Rang 3 & 4           45 nóiméad ar a mhéid

Rang 5 & 6:          60 nóiméad ar a mhéid

Má thógann an obair bhaile níos mó ama ná an treoir atá tugtha is fiú macnamh a dhéanamh ar na gnéithe seo a leanas:

· An bhfuil aon chur isteach ar an obair a fhad is atá do pháiste ina bun m.sh: teilifís ar siúl, cairde ag teacht ar cuairt, páistí óga ag cur isteach ar an obair.

Múna dtógann an obair bhaile mórán ama is fiú a chinntiú go bhfuil gach gnéith den obair bhaile á dhéanamh m.sh. léitheoireacht, táblaí, litriú.

Homework
Homework includes Irish and English reading, spellings and tables each night.  We believe that a little homework each night develops concentration and independence and reinforces work done in school.  

· Homework is always based on work done in class.

· Junior Infants to First class receive homework on a weekly basis.

· From 2nd class onwards each child has a homework journal.  This journal should be signed each night by a parent/guardian.

· In order to enhance the childrens literacy skills, children receive a home reading book or library book each week.  We recommend that parents set 10 minutes aside each night for reading with their child.

Homework Time:

Infants:                 15 minutes.

1st & 2nd Class:     30 minutes maximum.

3rd & 4th Class      45 minutes maximum

5th & 6th Class:     60 minutes maximum.

If it takes your child longer to do his/her homework than the recommended time it may be worthwhile considering the following: 

· Are there too many distractions while your child is doing his/her homework?  e.g. Television, friends calling, younger siblings distracting.

If it takes your child less then the recommended time it is worthwhile checking the following:

· Is your child covering all aspects of the work set out? 

Are reading in English & Irish, tables, spelling as well as written  work being completed?.

· If you are still concerned about the length of time it takes your child to do his/her homework please speak to your child’s  teacher.

Lón 
Bíonn dhá lón ag na páistí gach lá.  Bíonn lón beag acu ag 10:25 a.m. agus lón mór ag 12:20 i.n.  Ní cóir deochanna cóipeacha ná criospanna a thabhairt do do pháiste agus iad ag teacht ar scoil.  Le do thoil ná tabhair milseáin do do pháiste ach an oiread.  Iarraimid ar thuismitheoirí bia ar nós ceapairí, torthaí, cáis, glasraí a thabhairt do pháistí gach lá sa bhosca lóin.  Déanaimid gach iarracht bia folláin a chur chun cinn mar chuid d’oideachas na bpáistí.

Lunch
The children have two lunches each day - a small snack at 10:25 and their main lunch at 12:20.  We ask parents to co-operate with us in our healthy eating policy and not to give your children fizzy drinks, crisps, chocolate or nuts coming to school.  Sandwiches, fruit, cheese or some cut up vegetables constitutes a healthy lunch.  Please include these foods only as part of your child’s lunch.  We make every effort, as part of an all-round education, to promote healthy eating.  Your support is paramount.

Coinne le Múinteoirí

Is é ár bpolasaí go mbíonn fáilte roimh thuismitheoirí sa scoil agus go mbeidh múinteoirí agus tuismitheoirí ag obair i dteannta a chéile ar mhaithe na bpáistí.  Má theastaíonn ó thuismitheoir fadhb a phlé nó labhairt faoi dhul chun cinn a bpáiste, iarramid orthu coinne a dhéanamh roimh ré leis an múinteoir nó leis an bPríomhoide, ionas gur féidir linn am agus cluas cheart a thabhairt dóibh.

Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna respects the role of parents in the education of their children. Parents and teachers work together in order to enhance the children’s education and overall development.  If a parent wishes to discuss any aspect of their child’s education or welfare, it is important that they make an appointment with the class teacher or Principal.

Polasaí Cosaint Sonraí 
Ní thugaimid uimhreacha gutháin a bhaineann le páistí, tuismitheoirí ná múinteoirí amach.
Data Protection Policy
In the interest of privacy and confidentiality, it is our policy not to disclose telephone numbers.

Tinneas agus Timpistí 
Má éiríonn do pháiste tinn ar scoil nó má bhíonn timpiste olc acu ar scoil – cuirtear fios ar na tuismitheoirí agus seoltar an páiste abhaile.  Is oth linn nach féidir linn aon leigheas a thabhairt do pháistí ar scoil.  Má tá galar tógálach ag do pháiste ar nós impitiógo nó deilgneach iarraimid ar thuismitheoirí an scoil a chur ar an eolas agus an páiste a choinnéail sa bhaile go dtí go mbíonn an galar glanta.

I gcás práinne cuirfimid fios ar an otharcharr agus tabharfaimid an páiste chuig an ospidéal.

Illness or accidents
If your child becomes unwell in school or has an accident requiring medical attention – it is our policy to contact parents and send the child home.  

If your child contracts an infectious disease such as measles, chicken pox or impetigo we ask parents to keep their children at home until the condition has cleared up.  We also ask parents to inform the school of any such illness.

In case of an emergency medical assistance will be sought.

In the case of pupils with a serious medical condition that requires prescribed medication, parents must write to the Board of Management requiring the Board to authorise the administration of the medicine by a member of the staff.  Under no circumstances will non-prescribed medicines be either stored or administered in the school.

Treoracha do Thuismitheoirí 
Nuair a tharlaíonn achrann idir pháistí sa chlós:

· Cuir ceist ar do pháiste go díreach céard a thárla.

· Cuir i gcuimhne do do pháiste go bhfuil sé thar a bheith tábhachtach scéal iomlán a insint.

· Cabhraigh le do pháiste an dá thaobh de scéal a fheiceáil. Cuir i gcuimhne do do pháiste gur cóir i gcónaí insint don mhúinteoir atá ar dualgas sa chlós nuair a thárlaíonn aon rud sa chlós, nó don mhúinteoir ranga má thárlaíonn aon rud sa rang.

Guidelines for Parents
In the event of an argument/friction among children in the yard or classroom:

· Ask your child exactly what happened.

· Remind your child of the importance of being very precise, clear and specific when relating an incident which has happened to them.

· It is important not to jump to conclusions and to help your child to see the situation from all perspectives.

· Remind your child of the importance of telling the teachers when something happens to them.

· If you feel it is necessary, please make arrangements to speak to your child’s teacher about the occurrence.

Caomhnú Leanaí 
Ní mór dúinn go léir a oibríonn le leanaí agus le daoine óga ár ndícheall a dhéanamh chun a gcosaint agus a leas a chinntiú.  Leis an Acht um Thús Áite do Leanaí, cuirtear oibleagáidí reachtúla ar leith ar gach múinteoir.   Tá oibleagáid reachtúil ar mhúinteoir imní faoi chosaint leanaí a thuairisciú do Tusla.
Child Protection Guidelines
In recent years we have become very aware of the problem of child abuse through neglect, emotional, physical, or sexual abuse.

Each one of us has a duty to protect children.  Children First, the National Guidelines for the Protection and Welfare of Children note that teachers are particularly well placed to observe and monitor children for concerns that might relate to neglect and/or abuse.

The Department of Education and Skills published Guidelines and Procedures for all schools in relation to child protection and welfare. These guidelines promote the safety and welfare of children, and are to be welcomed.

The Board of Management of Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna has adopted these guidelines as school policy. If school staff have a concern or are given information about possible child abuse or neglect (including emotional, physical or sexual abuse) they are obliged to refer this matter to TUSLA, the child protection agency. TUSLA will then assess the situation and may follow up with the family and child concerned.

Children First, the National Guidelines for the Protection of Children may be accessed on the website of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (www.dcya.ie). The Department of Education and Skills Child Protection Guidelines can be read on the Department’s website (www.education.ie). 
Rialacha na Scoile 
Creideann Bord Bainistíochta agus foireann Ghaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna sa tábhacht atá i gcothroime agus i gcomhionannas.  Creidimid go bhfuil sé tábhachtach go leanann gach duine na rialacha scoile ionas go mbeidh gach duine sona, sábháilte ar scoil. 

· Go mbeidh an Ghaeilge á labhairt i gconaí ar scoil, sa chlós agus ar ócaídí scoile.

· Go dtaispeánann gach duine meas ar a chéile i gcónaí.

· Go mbeidh na páistí ar scoil in am gach maidin agus bailithe in am um thráthnóna.

· Go mbeidh an t-éadach scoile á chaitheamh ag na páistí ar scoil gach lá.

· Go mbeidh a riachtanaisí scoile ag na páistí agus iad ag teacht ar scoil agus go b’fhágtar bréagáin sa bhaile.

· Go dtiocfaidh na páistí ar scoil gan smidiú ná seodra orthu.

· Go dtugann gach dalta aire do throscán agus d’fhearas agus do leabhair na scoile.

·   Má tá fón so-ghluaiste le páiste ar scoil, caithfidh sé a bheith múchta agus fágtha sa mhála scoile i rith an lae go dtí go bhfuil an páiste lasmuigh de gheataí na scoile.

· Bíonn na rialacha faoin idirlíon, atá leagtha síos sa Pholasaí Úsáide Inghlachta, i bhfeidhm i gcónaí nuair a bhíonn an t-idirlíon agus na ríomhairí in úsáid ag na páistí.

· Go bhfuil sé de cheart ag gach páiste a bheith ar a sháimhín ar scoil gan bac bulaíochta air nó uirthi.

· Go leanann gach duine an Polasaí faoi lón sláintiúil.

· Go dtugann gach dalta aird ar threoracha an mhúinteora i gcónaí sa rang agus sa chlós.
· Má tá páiste (ó Rang a 4,5,6) ag rothaíocht ar scoil, caithfidh sé clogad a chaitheamh agus an rothar a chur faoi ghlas i rith an lae.
· Tá teacht ar Pholasaí Frithbhulaíochta na scoile ar an suíomh idirlín.
School Rules
The Board of Management and staff of Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna are committed to fairness and equality.  We believe that it is important that everyone abides by our school rules in order for each child to be happy and secure in school.  We believe that they give each child the opportunity to develop socially and academically.  

· Gaeilge is the spoken language at all times in the school and yard.

· That courtesy, honesty and respect be shown at all times.

· That the children arrive in school on time each morning and are collected on time each afternoon.

· That the children will wear their full school uniform each day.

· That the children have their school requisites in school each day and that they do not bring toys to school.

· That the children come to school each day without make-up or jewellery.

· That every pupil treats school equipment, furniture, computers and toilets with respect.

· If pupils bring a mobile phone to school, it must be turned off and kept in the schoolbag at all times.

· The rules as outlined in the Acceptable Use Policy apply at all times when children are using computers and the internet.

· That each child should feel happy and secure at school without feeling intimidated or bullied.

· That all pupils follow the school’s Healthy Eating Policy.

· That all pupils follow the teachers’ instructions at all times.
· Pupils from Rang a 4, 5 and 6 who cycle to school must wear a helmet and keep their bicycle locked during the school day.

· Our anti-bullying policy is available on the school website.
Fón Póca 

Caithfidh páiste a bhfuil cead aige óna thuismitheoirí fón póca a thabhairt ar scoil na rialacha seo a leanas a leanúint:

· Caithfidh an fón a bheith múchta an t-am ar fad agus é ar scoil.

· Caithfidh an fón a bheith fágtha sa mhála scoile an t-am ar fad.

· Níl cead ag an bpáiste aon úsáid a bhaint as an fón sa scoil, sa chlós, ag traenáil, i rith gníomhaíochtaí tar éis scoile ná ar thurais scoile. Caithfidh páiste cead speisialta a fháil ón mBord Bainistíochta an fón a úsáid.

· Níl cead riamh úsáid a bhaint as ceamara ar fón timpeall na scoile ná ar thurais scoile.

Má dhéanann dalta neamhaird den pholasaí seo:

Caithfidh sé an fón a thabhairt don mhúinteoir agus iarrfar ar na tuismitheoirí an fón a bhailiú ó oifig an Phríomhoide.

Mobile Phone
A child who has his parents’ permission to bring a mobile phone to school must follow the following rules:

· The phone must be turned off before coming into the yard in the morning and must remain turned off during the school day.
· The phone must be kept in the schoolbag at all times.
· Children may not use the phone at school, in the yard, at training, during after-school activities or on school trips.  Special permission must be obtained from the Board of Management to use the phone.

· Cameras on phones may never be used in the school or on school tours.

Any pupil who ignores these rules must hand their phone to their teacher.  A parent/guardian will be asked to call to the office to collect the phone.
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